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F O R E W O R D

T h e f o l l o w i n g i s t h e t r a n s c r i p t o f a n o r a l h i s t o r y i n t e r v i e w

r e c o r d e d o n m a g n e t i c t a p e . S i n c e o n l y m i n o r e m e n d a t i o n s h a v e

b e e n m a d e , t h e r e a d e r s h o u l d c o n s i s t e n t l y b e a r i n m i n d t h a t h e

is read ing a t ranscr ip t o f the spoken ra ther than the wr i t ten

w o r d . A d d i t i o n a l l y , n o a t t e m p t t o c o n fi r m t h e h i s t o r i c a l

accuracy of the statements has been made. As a result , the

t r a n s c r i p t r e fl e c t s t h e i n t e r v i e w e e ' s p e r s o n a l r e c o l l e c t i o n s
o f a s i t u a t i o n a s h e r e m e m b e r e d i t a t t h e t i m e o f t h e i n t e r v i e w.

E d i t o r i a l n o t e s a n d a d d i t i o n s m a d e b y C A P h i s t o r i a n s a r e e n

c l o s e d i n b r a c k e t s . I f f e a s i b l e , fi r s t n a m e s , r a n k s , o r t i t l e s

are a lso prov ided. Any addi t ions, de le t ions and changes sub

sequently made to the transcript by the interviewee are not in
d ica ted . Researchers may w ish to l i s ten to the ac tua l i n te rv iew

t a p e p r i o r t o c i t i n g t h e t r a n s c r i p t .



C I V I L A I R P A T R O L O R A L H I S T O R Y I N T E R V I E W S

C i v i l A i r P a t r o l O r a l H i s t o r y i n t e r v i e w s w e r e i n i t i a t e d i n

e a r l y 1 9 8 2 b y L t C o l L e s t e r E . H o p p e r , C A P, o f t h e C i v i l A i r

P a t r o l ' s N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i t t e e . T h e o v e r a l l p u r p o s e

o f t h e s e i n t e r v i e w s i s t o r e c o r d f o r p o s t e r i t y t h e a c t i v i t i e s

o f s e l e c t e d m e m b e r s o f t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l .

T h e p r i n c i p l e g o a l o f t h e s e h i s t o r i e s i s t o i n c r e a s e t h e b a s e

o f k n o w l e d g e r e l a t i n g t o t h e e a r l y a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s o f C i v i l

A i r P a t r o l M e m b e r s w h o i n t h e i r o w n u n i q u e w a y c o n t r i b u t e d t o

t h e d e f e n s e o f o u r g r e a t c o u n t r y . C e r t a i n l y n o t o f a s e c o n d

a r y n a t u r e i s t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f i n

d i v i d u a l s a s C i v i l A i r P a t r o l c o n t i n u e s i t s g r o w t h .



S U M M A R Y O F C O N T E N T S

I n t h i s o r a l h i s t o r y i n t e r v i e w , L t C o l W i l l i a m D . M a d s e n , C A P

r e l a t e s h i s e x t e n s i v e a n d k e y a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h C i v i l A i r

P a t r o l s i n c e i t s i n c e p t i o n . C o l o n e l M a d s e n s e r v e d a s t h e

O p e r a t i o n s O f fi c e r f o r t h e C o l o r a d o W i n g s e g m e n t o f t h e

S e c o n d A i r F o r c e C o u r i e r S e r v i c e . F r o m t h i s p o s i t i o n h e i s

a b l e t o s p e a k a u t h o r i t a t i v e l y a n d w i t h i n - d e p t h i n s i g h t i n t o

t h e w o r k i n g o f t h i s v e r y v i t a l w a r t i m e C A P M i s s i o n . B e c a u s e

o f h i s c l o s e a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e f o u n d e r s o f t h e C i v i l A i r

P a t r o l i n C o l o r a d o , h e p r o v i d e s m u c h n e e d e d b a c k g r o u n d a n d

a n e c d o t e s r e l a t i n g t o s u b j e c t s r a n g i n g t h r o u g h t h e s p e c t r u m

o f con tempora ry CAP H is to ry. I n add i t i on to h i s de ta i l cove r

age of Cour ier Operat ions he prov ides s imi lar in format ion on

o t h e r w a r t i m e m i s s i o n s .

H is ana lys i s o f pos twar " l e tdown" i s h igh ly i n fo rmat i ve as i s

h i s s t r o n g p o s i t i o n o f s u p p o r t f o r C i v i l A i r P a t r o l ' s A e r o

space Educa t ion P rog ram.



G U I D E T O C O N T E N T S

P a q e

1 P e r s o n a l B a c k g r o u n d

1 E a r l y A v i a t i o n B a c k g r o u n d

2 I n i t i a l A s s o c i a t i o n w i t h C A P

2 Found ing o f Co lorado Wing, CAP

3 W a r t i m e C A P C l a s s e s

4 Ea r l y CAP Un i fo rms

4 F e m a l e M e m b e r s * U n i f o r m s

5 E a r l y F e m a l e C A P M e m b e r s

6 Ear ly Colorado Wing Commanders

6 C a d e t P r o g r a m B e g i n n i n g

8 A i r c r a f t T y p e s

9 W a r t i m e M o t i v a t i o n

9 C A P C o u r i e r S e r v i c e s

1 0 O r i g i n o f S e c o n d A i r F o r c e C o u r i e r S e r v i c e

1 1 C o u r i e r F l i g h t s f r o m C o l o r a d o

1 3 B i l l M a d s e n ' s W a r t i m e A s s i g n m e n t

1 3 R e i m b u r s e m e n t f o r A i r c r a f t U s e a n d P i l o t s

1 4 P i l o t L i v i n g A r r a n g e m e n t s

1 6 E x p e r i e n c e s w i t h M i l i t a r y A i r c r a f t
1 8 C A P F e m a l e C o u r i e r P i l o t

2 0 C l o s u r e o f C o l o r a d o W i n g C o u r i e r S t a t i o n

2 0 O t h e r W a r t i m e M i s s i o n s

2 1 P o s t w a r A i r M a r k i n g

2 2 F o r e s t P a t r o l

2 3 O t h e r C o n s e r v a t i o n M i s s i o n s



G U I D E T O C O N T E N T S ( C O N T )

P a g e

2 4 S c h u t h - C l a s b y A c c i d e n t

2 5 C o u r i e r S e r v i c e A c c i d e n t s

2 7 C o u r i e r O p e r a t i o n s

2 8 O p e r a t i o n R O G E R

2 9 P o s t w a r C A P T r a i n i n g

3 0 P o s t w a r " L e t d o w n "

3 0 D o u b t s a s t o W o r t h o f P o s t w a r C A P

3 2 E v o l u t i o n o f S e a r c h a n d R e s c u e

3 3 A e r o s p a c e E d u c a t i o n



C A P O R A L H I S T O R Y I N T E R V I E W

N u m b e r W N H C 1 2 . 8 2 - 2
T a p e d I n t e r v i e w w i t h :
D a t e o f I n t e r v i e w :
L o c a t i o n :
C o n d u c t e d b y :

L t C o l W i l l i a m D . M a d s e n , C A P
1 4 A u g u s t 1 9 8 4
C h i c a g o , I l l i n o i s
L t C o l L e s t e r E . H o p p e r , C A P

H , B i l l , w h y d o n ' t y o u s t a r t w i t h a l i t t l e p e r s o n a l b a c k

g r o u n d a n d l e t u s k n o w s o m e t h i n g a b o u t B i l l M a d s e n .

M . W e l l a l l r i g h t , L e s , I w a s b o r n o n t h e 2 8 t h o f A p r i l ,

1 9 1 3 , i n D e n v e r . I w a s r a i s e d t h e r e a n d w e n t t o g r a d e

s c h o o l , j u n i o r h i g h s c h o o l , a n d E a s t D e n v e r H i g h S c h o o l

w h e r e I g r a d u a t e d i n 1 9 2 8 . I w o n a s c h o l a r s h i p t h r o u g h

t h e C M T C - t h e C i v i l i a n M i l i t a r y T r a i n i n g P r o g r a m - a s

i t w a s c a l l e d t h e n . T h e n I w e n t t o s c h o o l a t C o l o r a d o

A & M C o l l e g e ( n o w C o l o r a d o S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y ) u p i n F o r t

C o l l i n s , I g r a d u a t e d f r o m t h e A g g i e s i n 1 9 3 9 w i t h a b a c h

e l o r o f s c i e n c e d e g r e e i n A n i m a l H u s b a n d r y . I w e n t t o

w o r k f o r S w i f t & C o m p a n y a f t e r g r a d u a t i o n . I b e c a m e

i n t e r e s t e d i n a v i a t i o n r i g h t a w a y t h r o u g h f r i e n d s w h o w e r e

fl y i n g a t t h e o l d H i g l e y F i e l d j u s t w e s t o f t h e D e n v e r

M u n i c i p a l A i r p o r t . A n d , L e s , I b o u g h t a n a i r p l a n e b e f o r e

I e v e n h a d a p i l o t l i c e n s e !

H . O k a y , y o u s a y r i g h t a w a y , r i g h t a f t e r y o u fi n i s h e d c o l l e g e

o r w h e n . B i l l ?

M . W e l l , i n e a r l y 1 9 4 0 , w h i l e w o r k i n g f o r S w i f t & C o m p a n y.
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M A D S E N

H . O k a y .

H . A b o u t a y e a r o u t o f c o l l e g e , I r a n i n t o a n o l d f r i e n d

named Jack Marugg who was in the Army Air Force and was

a l i c e n s e d A & E m e c h a n i c . I b o u g h t a n o p e n c o c k p i t

O v e r l a n d S p o r t T r a i n e r b i p l a n e w h i c h n e e d e d a n o v e r h a u l ,

s o w e s p e n t a y e a r r e c o v e r i n g i t i n J a c k ' s b a s e m e n t , m u c h

t o h i s w i f e ' s d i s t r e s s . W h e n w e g o t t o p a i n t i n g a n d d o p

i n g t h e w i n g f a b r i c , t h e s m e l l w a s p r e t t y b a d u p s t a i r s .

( L a u g h t e r ) S o t h e n , w h e n t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l w a s o r g a

n i z e d i n l a t e 1 9 4 1 , I b e c a m e v e r y i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e C i v i l

A i r P a t r o l p r o g r a m . I n e a c h s t a t e , t h e r e w a s o n e o r g a

n i z a t i o n d e s i g n a t e d b y t h e D i r e c t o r o f C i v i l D e f e n s e -

M a y o r F i o r e l l o L a G u a r d i a o f N e w Yo r k - t o o r g a n i z e C i v i l

A i r P a t r o l i n t h a t s t a t e . I n C o l o r a d o t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n

w a s t h e D e n v e r P i l o t s C l u b h e a d e d b y t h e p r e s i d e n t , H . H .

" Te x " A n d e r e g g . T h e D e n v e r P i l o t s C l u b m e m b e r s , l e a d b y

M a j o r A n d e r e g g , w h o w a s a p p o i n t e d t h e fi r s t C o l o r a d o W i n g

C A P c o m m a n d e r w i t h t h e r a n k o f M a j o r, s e t o u t t o o r g a n i z e

u n i t s i n D e n v e r , C o l o r a d o S p r i n g s , P u e b l o , a n d u p i n

G r e e l e y a s w e l l a s o n e i n G r a n d J u n c t i o n , o v e r o n t h e

wes te rn s l ope . I t was commanded by Ma j Rex Howe l l as t he

Group CO a l l t h rough t he wa r. When I came i n to t he CAP

program on February 15, 1942, I was assigned as the assis
tant adjutant of Denver Squadron 2 wi th the rank of corporal .

We h a d m e e t i n g s e v e r y Tu e s d a y e v e n i n g o u t a t S t a p l e t o n F i e l d ,

D e n v e r ' s m u n i c i p a l a i r p o r t . L a t e r w e m o v e d o u r c l a s s e s t o

Smiley Junior High School in East Denver within a couple of

2



M A D S E N

m i l e s o f t h e a i r p o r t .

H . W h a t k i n d o f c l a s s e s w e r e t h o s e . B i l l ?

M . T h e r e w e r e c l a s s e s i n M o r s e c o d e , t o b e g i n w i t h . M o r s e

c o d e w a s u s e d f o r fl y i n g t h e " b e a m " o n t h e a i r w a y s . W e

h a d o v e r l a p p i n g A a n d N s i g n a l s , w h i c h g o D a D i t a n d

D i t D a . W h e n t h e y o v e r l a p p e d , t h e y w o u l d f o r m a s t e a d y

d a a a a a . T h a t w a s t h e b e a m . T o fl y f r o m D e n v e r t o

C h e y e n n e , f o r e x a m p l e , i f y o u h a d a l i t t l e p l a n e w i t h a

r a d i o t h a t w o u l d a c c e p t t h e b e a m s i g n a l s , a n d y o u s t a y e d

o n t h e b e a m o r h e l d t h a t s t e a d y b e a m , y o u w o u l d fl y t h e

r a d i o b e a m t o C h e y e n n e . I n t h e e a r l y d a y s o f t h e w a r ,

M o r s e c o d e w a s u s e d f o r m a n y r a d i o t r a n s m i s s i o n s a n d f o r

g r o u n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n s . I n t h e A r m y A i r F o r c e s , a n d o n t h e

a i r w a y s , a l l o f t h e b e a c o n t o w e r s , f o r e x a m p l e , h a d a

M o r s e c o d e i d e n t i fi c a t i o n s i g n a l . E a c h s t a t i o n , l i k e

D e n v e r , C h e y e n n e , P u e b l o , C o l o r a d o S p r i n g s , h a d a M o r s e

c o d e s i g n a l t o i d e n t i f y t h e t r a n s m i t t e r a t t h a t l o c a t i o n .

I n C A P o p e r a t i o n s , M o r s e c o d e w a s v e r y i m p o r t a n t , f o r a l l

k i n d s o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n s . S o o n e o f o u r fi r s t c l a s s e s w a s

i n M o r s e c o d e . T h e n w e h a d m i l i t a r y d r i l l a n d l e a r n e d h o w

t o m a r c h , i n s q u a d s , b y p l a t o o n s a n d i n c o m p a n i e s . W e

a l s o h a d c l a s s e s i n m i l i t a r y c o u r t e s y , d i s c i p l i n e , a n d

c u s t o m s o f t h e s e r v i c e . W e l e a r n e d h o w t o w e a r t h e C A P

u n i f o r m , w h i c h i n t h o s e y e a r s c a m e i n s u m m e r s u n t a n k a h k i ,

a n d i n t h e w i n t e r w e w o r e t h e p i n k s a n d g r e e n s - t h e u n i

f o r m w i t h a d a r k o l i v e g r e e n b l o u s e a n d t r o u s e r s w h i c h w e r e

3



M A D S E N

s o r t o f a t a n p i n k . W e w o r e b r o w n s h o e s . T h a t ' s w h e r e

t h e t e r m " t h e o l d b r o w n s h o e d a y s " c a m e i n . T h e n w e b e

g a n t o g e t o r g a n i z a t i o n m a n u a l s .

H . E x c u s e m e . A t t h a t p o i n t y o u w e r e s t i l l w e a r i n g r e d

e p a u l e t s o n t h e u n i f o r m , i s t h a t c o r r e c t ?

M . Ye s , t h a t ' s r i g h t . T h e r e d e q u a l e t s w e r e p r e s c r i b e d f o r

u s e o n a l l C i v i l A i r P a t r o l u n i f o r m s i n c l u d i n g t h e b l o u s e

s i m i l a r t o t h e o n e I ' m w e a r i n g h e r e . T h e s l e e v e b r a i d

w a s a l s o r e d . T h e m a n u a l c a m e o u t p u b l i s h e d b y S o u t h e r n

F l i g h t M a g a z i n e . A n d i t p r e s c r i b e d t h e r e g u l a t i o n s - i t
even p rescr ibed the d is t inc t i ve co lo r o f the red tha t we

w e r e t o w e a r . I t w a s a s r e d a s y o u r t i e I S o w e w o r e r e d

shoulder loops in those days, and red sleeve braid on the

b l o u s e s . T h e c l a s s e s w e h a d e n c o m p a s s e d b o t h m e n a n d w o m e n .

W e h a d w o m e n a c t i v e i n C A P r i g h t f r o m t h e s t a r t .

H . As a s l i gh t d ig ress ion . B i l l , and I have a reason fo r t he

q u e s t i o n . W h a t d i d t h e w o m e n w e a r ?

M. On the fl igh t l ine , the women wore un i fo rms very s imi la r to

the men. Most of the a i rpor ts in those days were d i r t and

gravel, and blowing pebbles from propeller blasts would

sting their legs something fierce. So they wore slacks,

pink slacks and shirts just like the men. The women's uni
f o r m w i t h t h e s l a c k s , b l o u s e , t h e fl i g h t j a c k e t a n d o v e r

seas cap were very similar to the men's. They did, however,

4



M A D S E N

o f f t h e a i r p o r t , o f t e n w e a r s k i r t s w h i c h b e g a n t o b e p r e

s c r i b e d . O f c o u r s e , t h e b l o u s e s d e s i g n e d f o r m e n d i d n ' t

p a r t i c u l a r l y fi t t h e w o m e n , s o p r e t t y s o o n , w i t h t h e

a d v e n t o f t h e WA C p r o g r a m i n t h e a r m e d f o r c e s , t h e y a l s o

b e g a n t o g e t t a i l o r e d b l o u s e s a n d s k i r t s d e s i g n e d f o r w o m e n .

H . T h e r e a s o n f o r t h e q u e s t i o n . B i l l , t h e i n i t i a l u n i f o r m

r e g u l a t i o n s s p e c i f y c u l o t t e s . To t h e b e s t o f o u r a b i l i t y ,

w e h a v e n o t b e e n a b l e t o fi n d p i c t u r e s o f a n y b o d y w e a r i n g

c u l o t t e s .

M . W e l l , c u l o t t e s w e r e i n d e e d a r a r e i t e m . I n C o l o r a d o t h e r e

were a few g i r l s who loca ted them somehow.

H . S o m e o f t h e m d i d w e a r c u l o t t e s ?

M . S o m e o f t h e m d i d w e a r c u l o t t e s . I t w a s k i n d o f l i k e a s k i r t

w i t h l e g s i n t h e m .

H . Okay, t ha t ' s a d ig ress ion , bu t t ha t ' s a po in t we ' ve been

t r y i n g t o d e v e l o p s o m e i n f o r m a t i o n o n .

M. We l l , they were hard to loca te - the cu lo t tes . A number o f

women like Audrey Curran, Rosemary Reagan, Opal Munshaw and

Dorothy Young together with Helen Parks who owned a Luscombe

8A, and Stella Novak who flew on Second Air Force CAP Courier

Serv i ce , may have worn cu lo t tes . Be t t y J . C la rk o f R i fle ,

started flying in Civi l Air Patrol and went on to be a WASP -

5



M A D S E N

W o m a n A i r f o r c e S e r v i c e P i l o t - i n 1 9 4 3 . A n n F r i n k o f

P u e b l o w a s a n o t h e r w h o w e n t i n t o W A S P t r a i n i n g . T h e

w o m e n w e r e v e r y i m p o r t a n t i n C A P r i g h t f r o m t h e b e

g i n n i n g . I d i d n ' t m e a n t o d i s g r e s s o n t h e m

H . T h a t ' s fi n e .

M . T h e i m p o r t a n t t h i n g i s t h a t w o m e n h a v e b e e n a n i m p o r t a n t

p a r t s i n c e t h e s t a r t , a t l e a s t i n C o l o r a d o . I f e e l t h a t

i s t r u e a c r o s s t h e n a t i o n . O n e o f t h e fi r s t p r o g r a m s w e

g o t i n v o l v e d i n i n C o l o r a d o w a s t h e r e c r u i t i n g o f C i v i l

A i r P a t r o l C a d e t s . T h i s c a m e a l o n g i n l a t e 1 9 4 2 . I h a d

a n i n t e r e s t i n g e x p e r i e n c e i n t h a t r e s p e c t . M a j H a r o l d R .

S m e t h i l l s , h a d b e e n d e s i g n a t e d C o l o r a d o W i n g C o m m a n d e r b y

t h i s t i m e . T o d i g r e s s j u s t a m i n u t e , L e s . T h e W i n g

C o m m a n d e r s i n C o l o r a d o s t a r t e d w i t h M a j H . H . A n d e r e g g o f

t h e D e n v e r P i l o t s C l u b ; t h e n c a m e C a p t J a c k S p e n c e r a s t h e

n e x t W i n g C o m m a n d e r . H e w a s a n A r m y A i r C o r p s r e s e r v i s t

w h o w i t h i n a f e w m o n t h s w a s c a l l e d t o a c t i v e d u t y . T h e n

H a r o l d R . S m e t h i l l s w a s d e s i g n e d t h e C o l o r a d o W i n g C A P

c o m m a n d e r, a n d h e l e d t h e W i n g t h r o u g h t h e w a r y e a r s . A l l

t h e w a y u p t o 1 9 4 9 . N o w, i n 1 9 4 2 , C o l E a r l e L . J o h n s o n

fo l l owed Ma j Gen John F. Cu r ry as the Na t i ona l Commander.

We g o t a m e s s a g e f r o m C o l o n e l J o h n s o n t h a t t h e C i v i l A i r

P a t r o l C a d e t p r o g r a m w a s a b o u t t o s t a r t . I w a s d e s i g n a t e d

t o b e t h e W i n g r e c r u i t e r i n D e n v e r t o g e t t h e p r o g r a m

s t a r t e d . I w e n t t o t h e fi v e m a j o r h i g h s c h o o l s a n d t o

a b o u t s e v e n p a r o c h i a l s c h o o l s a n d I t a l k e d t o s t u d e n t
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b o d y a s s e m b l i e s a b o u t t h e C A P c a d e t p r o g r a m . I e n

c o u r a g e d i n t e r e s t e d s t u d e n t s t o c o m e t o a n i n i t i a l

m e e t i n g a t S t a p l e t o n A i r fi e l d o n a g i v e n d a t e . W e e x

p e c t e d s o m e w h e r e b e t w e e n 5 0 a n d 7 0 y o u n g m e n t o s h o w

u p . W e w e r e o v e r w h e l m e d w h e n o v e r 4 0 0 c a m e t o t h a t

fi r s t m e e t i n g . W i t h t h a t m a n y , w e d i d n o t k n o w q u i t e

w h a t t o d o w i t h t h e m . S o w e d i v i d e d t h e m i n t o 5 c o m

p a n i e s a n d h a d s o m e c l o s e o r d e r d r i l l t h a t fi r s t n i g h t .

D u r i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g w e e k , w e d e v i s e d t h e b e g i n n i n g o f

t h e c a d e t t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m . S o m e o f t h e s t u d e n t s t h a t

c a m e i n i n i t i a l l y w e r e f r o m h i g h s c h o o l R O T C u n i t s .

T h e y h a d s o m e t r a i n i n g i n c o m m a n d a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n i n

A r m y R O T C u n i t s i n h i g h s c h o o l s . T h e y b e c a m e o u r fi r s t

c a d e t l e a d e r s ; t h a t ' s h o w t h e c a d e t p r o g r a m s t a r t e d i n

C o l o r a d o . O n e o f o u r e a r l y p r o b l e m s w a s l a c k o f t r a i n i n g

m a t e r i a l s . W e f o u n d u n d e r i m p e t u s o f t h e w a r a n d g r e a t

p u b l i c i n t e r e s t i n t h e w a r e f f o r t t h a t i t w a s r e l a t i v e l y

e a s y t o r e c r u i t l a r g e n u m b e r s o f c a d e t s i n t h o s e d a y s .

O n c e w e g o t t h e m , t h o u g h , w e d i d n ' t h a v e a p r o g r a m i n b e i n g

w i t h a s y l l a b u s , c u r r i c u l u m , i n s t r u c t o r s o r t r a i n i n g a c t i v

i t i e s t o k e e p t h e i r i n t e r e s t . W e b u i l t a p r o g r a m a r o u n d

fl y i n g a i r p l a n e s a n d m e c h a n i c ' s o p e r a t i o n s t o k e e p t h e i r

i n t e r e s t . T h e c a d e t s w o u l d c o m e o u t o n S a t u r d a y s a n d s p e n d

t i m e u n d e r t h e g u i d a n c e o f a i r c r a f t m e c h a n i c s l e a r n i n g h o w

t o ; t a k e a n e n g i n e a p a r t a n d p u t i t b a c k t o g e t h e r , h o w t o

apply dope to a i rcraf t fabr ic and how to check instruments
f o r a c c u r a c y. W e a l s o g a v e t h e m o r i e n t a t i o n r i d e s i n o u r

o w n a i r p l a n e s . I t i s a f a c t t h a t i n t h e e a r l y d a y s t h e a i r -

7



M A D S E N

planes used in Civ i l A i r Patro l were a l l owned by in
d i v i d u a l m e m b e r s . W i t h i n t h e C o l o r a d o W i n g i n t h e fi r s t

year of operation, we had somewhere in the neighborhood
o f 72 t o 75 p r i va te l y owned a i r c ra f t . They va r i ed i n

size from 65 hp Cubs, Taylorcraft , Aeronca Chiefs and

L u s c o m b e 8 A ' s a l l t h e w a y u p t o a F a i r c h i l d 2 4 w i t h a 1 7 5

hp Ranger engine and a Waco UPF-7 with a 220 hp Continental

engine. These were the type of planes we gave cadets r ides

in . Then, as a supp lementa l ac t i v i t y, we began to ge t in

v o l v e d i n t h e w a r b o n d p r o g r a m . Wa r B o n d D r i v e s w e r e h e l d

a c r o s s t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t o r a i s e f u n d s f o r t h e w a r e f f o r t .

By this t ime - in 1943 and 1944 - we had a Civi l Air Patrol

Airport at E. 32nd Avenue and Oneida in Denver, which was
a l s o t h e C o l o r a d o W i n g C A P H e a d q u a r t e r s . W e p u t o n w a r

bond shows t he re , and one o f t hem was a dandy. I n 1944 ,

Lt Jackie Coogan was master of ceremonies. He had been a

great movie star as a youngster, now he was a lieutenant in
the Army Air Forces. He came to be our master of ceremonies.

Up in Alliance, Nebraska, there was a paratrooper training
center and huge airborne gliders with C-46 Commandos and

Douglas C-47 Skytrains used as tow planes. We had glider
s n a t c h e s r i g h t o f f t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l A i r p o r t , i n t h e t y p e

of t roop car r ie r g l iders used in the invas ion o f Normandy.

The C-46 Commando came across the fie ld w i th a long hook

trailing behind it, the hook caught a tow rope stretched
across two poles in front of the glider. In the space of

5 seconds, that gl ider loaded with troops was snatched from

a standst i l l to 120 mph up in the air behind the tow plane.
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T h i s p r o g r a m w a s p u t o n o v e r a w e e k e n d a t t h e C i v i l A i r

P a t r o l A i r p o r t . O v e r 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e c a m e o u t t o s e e i t

o v e r t h e t w o d a y s . W e r a i s e d o v e r a h a l f m i l l i o n d o l l a r s

i n w a r b o n d s a l e s . T h a t k i n d o f a c t i v i t y w a s b u i l t a r o u n d

C A P w a r t i m e m i s s i o n s . D u r i n g t h e w a r t h e r e w a s m o t i v a t i o n ,

a d r ive . In the ear ly years , the war was go ing bad ly fo r

t h e A l l i e s . W e w e r e g e t t i n g l i c k e d e v e r y w h e r e i n t h e S o u t h

P a c i fi c b y t h e J a p a n e s e . I n E u r o p e , H i t l e r ' s A r m y , t h e

L u f t w a f f e a n d t h e P a n z e r D i v i s i o n s w e r e s w e e p i n g a c r o s s

E u r o p e . T h e b o m b i n g o f L o n d o n w a s g o i n g o n a t t h i s t i m e .

W i t h a w a r e f f o r t o n t w o f r o n t s , w e w e r e i n s e r i o u s t r o u b l e .

I n f a c t , s o m e p e o p l e t h o u g h t w e c o u l d s u r e l y l o s e t h i s w a r .

S o t h e r e w a s m o t i v a t i o n f o r e v e r y b o d y t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e

w a r e f f o r t . C i v i l A i r P a t r o l g a v e a n o u t l e t f o r t h o s e w h o

h a d a i r c r a f t , p i l o t s k i l l s , r a d i o c o m m u n i c a t i o n e x p e r i e n c e

a n d g r o u n d c r e w s w h o k e p t t h e a i r p l a n e s a i r w o r t h y. W e d e

v e l o p e d a s p i r i t o f c a m a r a d e r i e a n d a t e a m e f f o r t t h a t w a s

t r u l y r e m a r k a b l e i n t h i s c o u n t r y . I t i s h a r d t o p a r a l l e l

e x c e p t m a y b e b a c k i n t h e R e v o l u t i o n a r y Wa r w h e n p a t r i o t s

w e r e c a l l e d " m i n u t e m e n . " I n f a c t , a u t h o r B o b N e p r u d w r o t e

a b o o k a b o u t C i v i l A i r P a t r o l , c a l l e d i t " F l y i n g M i n u t e M e n . "

Y o u m a y b e f a m i l i a r w i t h i t , a l t h o u g h t h e b o o k c a m e o f f t h e

p r e s s i n 1 9 4 6 , I b e l i e v e , a f t e r t h e w a r w a s w o n . I t w a s

b a c k i n 1 9 4 2 - 4 3 - 4 4 t h a t t h e C A P - S e c o n d A i r F o r c e C o u r i e r

S e r v i c e o p e r a t i o n c a m e i n t o b e i n g . I n C i v i l A i r P a t r o l ,

d u r i n g t h e w a r y e a r s , t h e r e w e r e a t l e a s t t h r e e c o u r i e r

o p e r a t i o n s . I n d u s t r i a l c o u r i e r s e r v i c e fl o w n b y C A P p i l o t s

w a s o n e o f t h e m . T h i s w a s c a r r i e d o n t o g r e a t e x t e n t i n
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t h e i n d u s t r i a l e a s t a n d c e n t r a l U n i t e d S t a t e s w h e r e g r e a t

m a n u f a c t u r i n g c e n t e r s w e r e l o c a t e d . C A P p i l o t s w i t h t h e i r

o w n a i r p l a n e s w o u l d fl y p a r t s , p l a n s a n d r e q u i r e d e q u i p

m e n t f r o m o n e p l a n t t o a n o t h e r t o s p e e d u p i n d u s t r i a l m a n u

f a c t u r i n g . A l s o i n t h e e a s t e r n U n i t e d S t a t e s c a m e t h e

F o u r t h A i r F o r c e C o u r i e r S e r v i c e . O u t h e r e i n t h e w e s t e r n

U n i t e d S t a t e s , t h e S e c o n d A i r F o r c e C o u r i e r S e r v i c e d e

v e l o p e d . A s a n i n t e r e s t i n g h i s t o r i c a l n o t e , M a j G e n J o h n

F. C u r r y b e c a m e t h e fi r s t c o m m a n d e r o f t h e S e c o n d A i r F o r c e

w h e n i t w a s a c t i v a t e d o n 1 8 D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 0 . A f t e r t h e w a r

s t a r t e d f o r u s i n D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 1 , G e n e r a l C u r r y w a s a s s i g n e d

a s o u r fi r s t N a t i o n a l C o m m a n d e r b y G e n H . H . " H a p " A r n o l d

c o m m a n d e r o f t h e U S A A F . T h e S e c o n d A i r F o r c e C o u r i e r S e r

v i c e i d e a a c t u a l l y c a m e t o l i f e i n t h e W a s h i n g t o n W i n g ,

C i v i l A i r P a t r o l . T h e t h e n W i n g C o m m a n d e r , M a j P h i l i p H .

H i n k l e y , a i d e d b y s t a f f o f fi c e r s - C a p t E . R . S c h i l l e r ,

a n d C a p t A . B . G i l l - w e r e c o n fi d e n t t h a t C A P p i l o t s fl y

i n g t h e i r o w n p l a n e s c o u l d s p e e d u p d e l i v e r i e s c o n s i d e r a b l y

b e t w e e n v a r i o u s m i l i t a r y b a s e s . T h e y w e r e g e t t i n g n o w h e r e

w i t h t h e c o n c e p t , h o w e v e r, u n t i l M a j G e n R o b e r t O l d s w a s

ass igned as commander o f the Second A i r Force in May 1942

[ 1 4 M a y 1 9 4 2 ] . M a j o r H i n k l e y a n d h i s s t a f f a p p r o a c h e d

G e n e r a l O l d s w i t h t h e a i r d e l i v e r y i d e a a n d g o t a f a v o r a b l e

a l t h o u g h s k e p t i c a l r e c e p t i o n . Tr a n s f e r o f t r a i n i n g m a t e r i a l
a n d c a r g o b e t w e e n m i l i t a r y b a s e s i n c i v i l a i r c r a f t w a s a n e w,

n o v e l a n d u n t e s t e d c o n c e p t . I t h a d n o t o c c u r r e d t o h i m t h a t

p r i v a t e p i l o t s c o u l d d o t h i s s o r t o f t h i n g . H e d i d a g r e e t o

give the CAP Cour ier Serv ice a 30-day t r ia l . And so the
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C A P S e c o n d A i r F o r c e C o u r i e r S e r v i c e s p r a n g i n t o b e i n g ,

g r e w a n d d e v e l o p e d r a p i d l y , a n d s p r e a d a c r o s s t h e w e s t

e r n p a r t o f o u r n a t i o n . M a j o r H i n k l e y w a s r e l i e v e d a s

W a s h i n g t o n W i n g C A P C o m m a n d e r , r e a s s i g n e d a s t h e C A P

C o u r i e r S e r v i c e c o o r d i n a t o r f o r t h e S e c o n d A i r F o r c e

b y o r d e r s f r o m N a t i o n a l H e a d q u a r t e r s C A P. W h e n t h e h e a d

q u a r t e r s o f t h e S e c o n d A i r F o r c e w a s m o v e d f r o m F t . G e o r g e

W r i g h t n e a r S p o k a n e , W a s h i n g t o n t o C o l o r a d o S p r i n g s i n

J u n e o f 1 9 4 3 , t h e h e a d q u a r t e r s w a s e s t a b l i s h e d i n a b u i l d

i n g d o w n t o w n , w h i l e a l l fl i g h t o p e r a t i o n s w e r e c o n d u c t e d

f r o m P e t e r s o n A r m y A i r F i e l d e a s t o f t h e c i t y . T h e

C o l o r a d o W i n g t h e n b e c a m e t h e h u b o f t h e e n t i r e fl i g h t

n e t w o r k . A s C o l o r a d o W i n g C A P o p e r a t i o n s o f fi c e r f o r

t h e S e c o n d A i r F o r c e C o u r i e r S e r v i c e , I w a s p r o v i d e d w i t h

a s m a l l o f fi c e a n d m a i l r o o m i n t h e o l d w o o d e n B a s e O p

e r a t i o n s b u i l d i n g o n t h e fl i g h t l i n e . W e h a d s e v e n fl i g h t s

i n d a i l y o p e r a t i o n , s o m e t i m e t w o p l a n e s a s s i g n e d t o o n e r u n

t o c a r r y c a r g o o v e r l o a d s . I s h o u l d p o i n t o u t t h a t , u p

u n t i l M a y 1 9 4 3 , C o l o r a d o c o u r i e r o f fi c e s a n d a i r c r a f t

w e r e l o c a t e d i n D e n v e r a t t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l A i r p o r t .

A c o u p l e o f m o n t h s a f t e r I s i g n e d i n a t t h e P e t e r s o n V O Q ,

M a j P h i l H i n k l e y a r r i v e d a n d s e t u p o f fi c e s , t o o . H e h a d

b e e n , a n d c o n s t a n t l y w a s , b u s y s e t t i n g u p n e w r o u t e s t h r o u g h

C A P h e a d q u a r t e r s i n a d j o i n i n g s t a t e s - K a n s a s , N e b r a s k a ,

Wyoming , Nor th and South Dakota , Texas and on eas t and

n o r t h . I n o u r d a i l y fl i g h t a c t i o n s , I a c t u a l l y s a w M a j P h i l

H i n k l e y v e r y s e l d o m . W e c o n f e r r e d o c c a s i o n a l l y o n s c h e d u l e s ,

p i l o t a s s i g n m e n t s a n d p o l i c y d i r e c t i v e s . O n e d a i l y fl i g h t ,
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w h i c h w e r e f e r r e d t o a s t h e " s h u t t l e " , s t a r t e d a t L o w r y

F i e l d i n D e n v e r , t h e n p r o c e e d e d s o u t h w i t h s t o p s a t

P e t e r s o n , P u e b l o A i r B a s e a n d T r i n i d a d . A t t h e T r i n i d a d

a i r p o r t , o u r p i l o t m a d e c o n n e c t i o n s w i t h o t h e r C A P p i l o t s

f r o m Te x a s a n d N e w M e x i c o , e x c h a n g e d c a r g o a n d m a i l , t h e n

a l l fl e w b a c k t h e w a y t h e y h a d c o m e . W e h a d a b u s y fl i g h t

f r o m C o l o r a d o S p r i n g s n o r t h t o S i n c l a i r , W y o m i n g , w h e r e

o u r m a n m e t a U t a h C A P p i l o t f r o m S a l t L a k e C i t y . C o n n e c

t i o n s w e r e m a d e f r o m t h e r e t o b a s e s o u t w e s t o n t h e P a c i fi c

C o a s t . A n o t h e r fl i g h t w a s m a d e d a i l y f r o m P e t e r s o n t o

M c C o o k , N e b r a s k a , w h e r e t r a n s f e r s w e r e m a d e f o r b a s e s t o

t h e e a s t a n d n o r t h . M a j H a r o l d R . S m e t h i l l s , o u r W i n g

C o m m a n d e r , m a d e t h e i n a u g u r a l t r i p o n R o u t e 5 0 t o S c o t t s b l u f f

i n h i s o w n A e r o n c a C h i e f i n S e p t e m b e r 1 9 4 2 , t o l a u n c h C o u r i e r

S e r v i c e i n C o l o r a d o . A t t h e h e i g h t o f o u r p e r f o r m a n c e i n t h e

s u m m e r m o n t h s , w e s u c c e s s f u l l y c o m p l e t e d 9 0 % o f s c h e d u l e d

fl i g h t s , a n d u s e d a b o u t 1 8 p i l o t s a n d 2 8 p l a n e s a m o n t h .

T h i s a i r c r a f t u s e a g e w a s c a u s e d b y C A A r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r a i r

c r a f t t o h a v e 1 0 0 h o u r i n s p e c t i o n s , a n a n n u a l i n s p e c t i o n ,

a n d r o u t i n e m a i n t e n a n c e o n e n g i n e s a n d a i r f r a m e s . F o r a l

m o s t t w o y e a r s , o u r C A P p i l o t s fl e w a l m o s t e v e r y d a y w h e n

t h e w e a t h e r w a s V F R - w e w e r e r e s t r i c t e d t o V i s u a l F l i g h t

R u l e s d u r i n g d a y l i g h t h o u r s o n l y . N o n i g h t o r i n s t r u m e n t

fl i g h t o p e r a t i o n s w e r e a u t h o r i z e d . T h e w h o l e o b j e c t o f t h e

S e c o n d A i r F o r c e C o u r i e r S e r v i c e n e t w o r k w a s t o s p e e d d e

l i v e r y o f v i t a l t r a i n i n g m a t e r i a l s , m a i l , l i g h t c a r g o a n d

d i r e c t i v e s t o b a s e s w h e r e t r a i n i n g w a s i n p r o g r e s s o n h e a v y

b o m b e r s a n d a i r c r e w s , w h o w e r e l e a r n i n g r a p i d l y h o w t o u s e
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M A D S E N

operat ions officer, my per diem was also $8.00 per day.
S o t h e c o s t w a s v e r y l o w b u t t h e q u a l i t y o f t h e s e r v i c e

w a s v e r y h i g h .

H . D id these p i l o ts s tay a t one p lace , o r d id they jus t go

home at night and fly during the day, or did they have a

b a s e o r s o m e t h i n g ?

M . T h e c e n t r a l b a s e w a s o r i g i n a l l y a t t h e C A P A i r p o r t i n

D e n v e r a n d w i t h i n a f e w m o n t h s i t m o v e d t o C o l o r a d o S p r i n g s

when Headquarters, Second Air Force was moved there. Most

of the pi lots were contacted three or four days in advance

for assignment. They would come to the base operat ions,

m a k e t h e i r fl i g h t p l a n , p r o c e e d w i t h t h e i r fl i g h t , r e t u r n

t o b a s e a n d g o h o m e f o r t h e n i g h t . We h a d a c o u p l e o f

i n s t a n c e s w h e r e a p i l o t , l i k e M e l D a v i s f r o m P u e b l o , w a s

s t a t i o n e d a t D a l h a r t , Te x a s a n d h e l i v e d o n t h e b a s e a t

D a l h a r t . H e fl e w t h e fl i g h t s o u t h f r o m D a l h a r t t o t h e b a s e

at Peyote, Texas down on the border of Mexico, and back

every day. He was single at the t ime, and he stayed at
the VOQ - Vis i t ing Officer Quar te rs - a t Da lhar t . Some

pilots would come on duty two, three days at a time. Most,
however, were back in time to go home every night, unless

w e a t h e r e d i n e n r o u t e . I w a s f u l l t i m e , o f c o u r s e , a t

P e t e r s o n A r m y A i r F i e l d .

H . You a l l we re d i f f e ren t f rom the Coas ta l Pa t ro l peop le i n

that you didn't volunteer to go on active duty for six
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m o n t h s a t a t i m e a n d s t a y t h e r e a l l t h e t i m e .

M . N o , I w i s h w e c o u l d h a v e h a d t h a t k i n d o f o p e r a t i o n . I t

w o u l d h a v e m a d e p i l o t a s s i g n m e n t s a l o t e a s i e r . A l l o f

o u r p i l o t s w e r e w o r k i n g , t h e y h a d r e g u l a r j o b s , a n d t h e y

w o u l d t a k e t h e i r d a y o f f d u r i n g t h e w e e k . I n c i d e n t a l l y ,

t h e c o o p e r a t i o n o f t h e i r b o s s e s a n d t h e c o m p a n i e s t h e y

w o r k e d f o r w e r e w o n d e r f u l . S u p e r v i s o r s w o u l d l e t t h e

p i l o t s t a k e a d a y o r t w o o f f i n a r o w , o r t h r e e o v e r a

w e e k e n d , t o fl y c o u r i e r s e r v i c e r o u t e s . T h a t ' s w h y i t

t o o k s o m a n y fl i g h t s t o m a k e t h e d a i l y s c h e d u l e s i n a

m o n t h . T h e y a l l w o r k e d i n c r i t i c a l w a r i n d u s t r i e s a n d

b u s i n e s s e s , a n d t h e y d i d t h e j o b i n s p a r e t i m e .

H . D i d t h e o v e r a l l S e c o n d A i r F o r c e C o u r i e r S e r v i c e h a v e a

headquarters, or did each Wing operate their leg?

M. The Second A i r Fo rce Headquar te rs was moved f rom nea r

Spokane, Washington to Colorado Springs in June 1943, to
f a c i l i t i e s i n a d o w n t o w n b u i l d i n g . F l y i n g o p e r a t i o n s ,

h o w e v e r, w e r e a t P e t e r s o n A r m y A i r F i e l d e a s t o f t o w n .

I h a d a n o f fi c e i n t h e o l d w o o d e n B a s e O p e r a t i o n s b u i l d

ing on the fl igh t l i ne . I was in charge o f Co lo rado Wing

fl igh ts on ly. Now Maj Ph i l H ink ley, who fo rmer ly was the

Washington Wing commander, had been appointed as head of
t h e e n t i r e S e c o n d A i r F o r c e C o u r i e r n e t w o r k w h e n i t b e g a n

t o s u c c e e d s o w e l l . M a j o r H i n k l e y a l s o c a m e t o C o l o r a d o

Springs, lived in the VOQ there, but he was gone a good
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part of the time setting up new flights in other CAP
W i n g s i n t h e W e s t e r n U . S .

H. Okay, and he had some kind of staff, undoubtedly, to help

h i m r u n t h e h e a d q u a r t e r s ?

M. At Spokane, he had a Wing secretary and staff to help. When

h e m o v e d i n t o t h e fi e l d , I b e l i e v e h e s t i l l h a d s e c r e t a r i a l

help. I had one secretary in 2/Lt Rosemary Reagan, who also
did the monthly bookkeeping and personnel assignments, kept

charge of all accounting and finance, submitted pay vouchers

every mon th and b i l l s fo r the use o f a i r c ra f t .

H. Did you go home every day, or were you permanently there?

M. I was permanently there, after the Second Air Force moved
to Colorado Springs. I lived in the Peterson VOQ, ate in

the Officers ' Mess most ly, w i th the many A i r Corps p i lo ts

assigned there who were learning to fly P-38 "Lightnings",
a photo recon version. CAP pilots had some unusual ex

periences, too. I had a little Waco RNF open cockpit bi
plane with a Warner 125 engine by this time. We had one
flight called the "shuttle flight" because it originated at
Lowry Field in Denver, went to Peterson for cargo and mail,
then to the Pueblo Air Base, then down to Trinidad to meet

pilots coming up from New Mexico and Texas. On one par
ticular day, I assigned myself to that flight and went north
to Lowry to pick up cargo .... it just about filled up the
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t w o - p l a c e f r o n t c o c k p i t . C o m i n g b a c k , I d i d n o t h a v e a

s t o p a t P e t e r s o n F i e l d , s o I fl e w p a s t o n a s o u t h h e a d i n g

a b o u t a m i l e w e s t o f t h e fi e l d b o u n d a r y a t a b o u t 3 , 0 0 0

f e e t . A s I d i d , I c o u l d s e e d o w n t h e r e o n t h e t a x i w a y , a n d

j u s t s t a r t i n g t o t a k e o f f , w e r e n i n e P - 4 0 W a r H a w k s , o n e o f

o u r b e s t fi g h t e r s i n t h o s e d a y s . T h e P - 5 1 h a d n ' t c o m e a l o n g

y e t . T h e P - 3 8 ' s w e r e j u s t b e g i n n i n g t o c o m e i n . T h e n i n e

P - 4 0 ' s t o o k o f f t o t h e s o u t h e a s t o n e r i g h t a f t e r a n o t h e r .

I w a t c h e d t h e m a s I w e n t b y i n W a c o R N F, t h e n t u r n e d m y

a t t e n t i o n t o d e a d r e c k o n i n g n a v i g a t i o n o n d o w n t o w a r d P u e b l o

A i r B a s e . N o w t h a t l i t t l e W a c o b i p l a n e w o u l d c r u i s e a t

a b o u t 8 0 m p h w i t h e v e r y t h i n g f o r w a r d i n c l u d i n g t h e t o o l b o x .

T h a t w a s a b o u t a s f a s t a s i t w o u l d g o . I w a s fl y i n g a l o n g

t h e r e o n a b e a u t i f u l f a l l d a y a n d a l l a t o n c e , w h o - o - o - o - m l

T h e fi r s t P - 4 0 c a m e b y , a n d I s w e a r h i s w i n g t i p c a m e r i g h t

b e t w e e n m y t w o r i g h t w i n g s I H e w a s t h a t c l o s e . I l o o k e d

b a c k a n d u p j u s t i n t i m e t o s e e t h e l a s t t w o fi g h t e r s p e e l o f f

a n d d o w n w a r d t o w a r d m e . I w a s t h e t a r g e t I A s t h o s e y o u n g

l i e u t e n a n t s a n d W a r H a w k s c a m e r o a r i n g b y , t h e y r o l l e d , t h e y

w e n t o v e r m e , t h e y s w e p t u n d e r m e , t h e y d i d l o o p i t y - d e - l o o p s

a r o u n d m e . F i n a l l y t h e fl i g h t l e a d e r c a m e u p , h a n g i n g o n

h i s p r o p , g e a r a n d fl a p s d o w n . A s h e c a m e a b r e a s t a l m o s t

s t a l l e d , h e r o l l e d h i s h a t c h b a c k a n d I r e m e m b e r h e h a d o n

a b r o w n l e a t h e r j a c k e t , c a n v a s h e l m e t , g o g g l e s p u s h e d u p .

H e s a l u t e d a s h e w e n t b y, a n d I s a l u t e d h i m b a c k . W h a t m a d e

i t e s p e c i a l l y i n t e r e s t i n g L e s , w a s t h a t a b o u t t e n d a y s l a t e r

t h a t g r o u p o f n i n e y o u n g p i l o t s w e n t o u t t o t h e S o u t h P a c i fi c

a n d s o m e o f t h e m b e c a m e F l y i n g T i g e r s , p a r t o f G e n e r a l C l a i r e
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C h e n n a u l t ' s F o u r t e e n t h A i r F o r c e . F o u r o f t h o s e l a d s

n e v e r c a m e b a c k T h a t ' s w h a t i t w a s a l l a b o u t i n

t h o s e d a y s . W e h a d a n o t h e r c o u r i e r p i l o t , L t S t e l l a N o v a k ,

o n e o f o u r y o u n g l a d i e s w h o c a m e i n t o m y o f fi c e o n e d a y a n d

s a i d , " C a p t a i n M a d s e n , I w a n t t o fl y a c o u r i e r s e r v i c e

fl i g h t I " I s a i d , " Y o u c a n ' t d o t h a t . " S h e s a i d , " W h y n o t ? "

A n d I s a i d , " Y o u ' r e a w o m a n . W e h a v e n ' t h a d a n y w o m e n fl y

i n g c o u r i e r s e r v i c e . " S o s h e s a i d , " I w a n t t o s h o w y o u

s o m e t h i n g ! " A n d s h e g o t o u t t h e m a n u a l , a n d a l l i t s a i d

a b o u t p i l o t q u a l i fi c a t i o n s f o r c o u r i e r s e r v i c e w a s t h a t y o u

m u s t h a v e a c u r r e n t m e d i c a l c e r t i fi c a t e , y o u m u s t h a v e a t

l e a s t a p r i v a t e p i l o t l i c e n s e o r b e t t e r a n d y o u m u s t b e a

c u r r e n t d u e s p a y i n g m e m b e r o f C i v i l A i r P a t r o l . S t e l l a s a i d ,

" I m e e t t h o s e r e q u i r e m e n t s . " I s a i d , " B y g o l l y , y o u d o I "

W e l l , I c h e c k e d h e r o u t i n a L u s c o m b e 8 A a n d a c o u p l e o f

d a y s l a t e r I a s s i g n e d h e r t o t h e s h u t t l e fl i g h t t h a t r a n

f r o m D e n v e r t o T r i n i d a d a n d r e t u r n v i a P e t e r s o n a n d P u e b l o

A r m y A i r F i e l d s s o s h e w o u l d n ' t h a v e t o s t a y o v e r n i g h t a t a n

a i r b a s e s o m e p l a c e . L o o k i n g b a c k o n i t , t h a t w a s k i n d o f

s t u p i d . B u t n e v e r t h e l e s s , t h a t ' s w h a t I h a d o n m y m i n d .

S o o n h e r fi r s t fl i g h t , S t e l l a w e n t f r o m D e n v e r t o P e t e r s o n ,

a n d g o t c a r g o a n d m a i l l o a d e d a b o a r d . T h e n s h e fl e w t o P u e b l o

A i r B a s e a n d s h e g o t t h e r e j u s t b e f o r e n o o n a n d w e n t i n t o

fl i g h t o p e r a t i o n s . T h e n o n c o m m i s s i o n e d o f fi c e r s t h a t w e r e

t h e r e i n b a s e o p e r a t i o n s w e r e a s t o n i s h e d . T h e y h a d h e a r d

a b o u t t h e WA F c o m i n g i n t o t h e A r m y A i r C o r p s , b u t t h e y h a d n ' t

s e e n , w o m e n i n u n i f o r m y e t a n d h e r e w a s a r e a l l i v e l i e u t e n a n t

w h o w a l k e d i n w i t h r e d s h o u l d e r l o o p s o n h e r u n i f o r m . W e l l ,
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t h e y t r e a t e d h e r l i k e a q u e e n . S h e a s k e d i f t h e y w o u l d

s h o w h e r w h e r e t h e r e w a s a s a n d w i c h m a c h i n e a s s h e w a n t e d

o n e w i t h a c u p o f c o f f e e . T h e y s a i d , " W e ' l l t a k e y o u d o w n

t o t h e o f fi c e r s o p e n m e s s . " S h e d i d n ' t w a n t t o g o . A l l

t h e p i l o t s a n d s t a f f w e r e t h e r e h a v i n g l u n c h . A t t h a t

t i m e , a t t h e P u e b l o A i r B a s e , A m e r i c a n s w e r e t r a i n i n g C h i n e s e

c r e w s t o fl y t h e B - 2 4 L i b e r a t o r b o m b e r . T h e C h i n e s e d i d n ' t

s p e a k E n g l i s h v e r y w e l l , a n d t h e i n s t r u c t o r s d i d n ' t s p e a k

C h i n e s e w e l l e i t h e r , s o t h e r e w a s a l w a y s a w o n d e r i n t h e i r

m i n d s . D o t h e C h i n e s e r e a l l y u n d e r s t a n d h o w t o fl y t h i s

b o m b e r ? O n t a k e o f f , w h e n a p i l o t w o u l d s a y t o h i s C h i n e s e

s t u d e n t , " D o y o u u n d e r s t a n d t h e w h o l e p r o c e d u r e ? P o w e r

s e t t i n g s , u s e o f t h r o t t l e s , m a n i f o l d p r e s s u r e , l i f t - o f f

a i r s p e e d s , r u d d e r c o n t r o l , " a n d t h e C h i n e s e w o u l d s a y ,

" O k a y, B o s s , c h o p c h o p - l e t ' s g o I " T h e i n s t r u c t o r s w e r e

n e v e r c e r t a i n . S o i t w a s a v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g o p e r a t i o n .

W e l l , t h a t p a r t i c u l a r d a y w h e n S t e l l a N o v a k a r r i v e d , t h e

C h i n e s e a n d A m e r i c a n s , a b o u t 3 0 0 o f t h e m , w e r e h a v i n g l u n c h

i n t h e m e s s h a l l w h i c h w a s j u s t a l o n g w o o d e n b a r r a c k s

b u i l d i n g w i t h a n a i s l e d o w n t h e m i d d l e a n d t a b l e s o n b o t h

s i d e s . T h e y h a d a h o s t e s s o n d u t y. S o w h e n t h e n o n - c o m s

f r o m o p e r a t i o n s d r o v e u p i n a J e e p w i t h a w o m a n l i e u t e n a n t

w h o w e n t i n t h e h o s t e s s s a i d , " O h y e s , w e h a v e a c o u p l e o f

p laces le f t way down at the end o f the d in ing ha l l . " The
t w o h a d t o w a l k t h e l e n g t h o f t h e b u i l d i n g . N o w t h e r e w a s

a r o a r o f c o n v e r s a t i o n i n t h e r e t h a t g r a d u a l l y f a d e d a w a y .

I t just became si lent as the hostess walked Lieutenant Novak

down the center is le . By the t ime Ste l la reached her seat ,
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a l l t h e m e n s t o o d u p . Th e y h a d n e v e r s e e n a w o m a n i n u n i

f o r m l i k e t h a t b e f o r e . S o w h e n s h e s a t d o w n , t h e y a l l s a t

d o w n , t o o . T h e n t h e b u z z o f c o n v e r s a t i o n s t a r t e d u p a g a i n .

A s t h e y fi n i s h e d t h e i r m e a l s , g r o u p s o f t h e m c a m e o v e r a n d

c r o w d e d a r o u n d h e r t a b l e a n d a s k e d h e r w h o s h e w a s a n d w h a t

w a s t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l . W h y w a s s h e w e a r i n g r e d l o o p s o n

h e r s h o u l d e r s ? W h a t k i n d o f a i r p l a n e w a s s h e fl y i n g ? A n d

t h e y w e r e v e r y i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l . L t S t e l l a

N o v a k h a d t h a t d a y a n e x p e r i e n c e s h e ' l l n e v e r f o r g e t .

H . O k a y, s o y o u a l l s t a y e d o n t h e S e c o n d A i r F o r c e C o u r i e r S e r

v i c e - f o r h o w l o n g ?

M . I t w a s i n 1 9 4 4 a s I r e m e m b e r , t h e A r m y A i r F o r c e g o t e n o u g h

c a r g o p l a n e s o f t h e i r o w n . T h e u s e o f t h e r a i l r o a d s e a s e d

u p e n o u g h , a n d t h e a c t u a l p r o d u c t i o n o f w e a p o n s a n d t r a i n e d

c r e w s e a s e d o f f , a n d t h e p r e s s u r e f o r u s e o f t h e S e c o n d A i r

F o r c e C o u r i e r S e r v i c e t e r m i n a t e d . T h e C o l o r a d o W i n g c o u r i e r

s t a t i o n w a s c l o s e d a t P e t e r s o n A r m y A i r F i e l d . T h e e n t i r e

C A P a i r n e t w o r k w a s t e r m i n a t e d . I w a s p r o m p t l y t r a n s f e r r e d

t o t h e W i n g s t a f f a s i n f o r m a t i o n o f fi c e r , a n d C a p t C a r t e r

Dunaway came to Peterson to at tend to detai ls of final c lo
s u r e o f t h e s t a t i o n . T h e P a t r o l t h e n w e n t i n t o o t h e r m i s

s i o n s . S e a r c h a n d r e s c u e h a d b e e n a p a r t o f C i v i l A i r

P a t r o l a c t i v i t i e s e v e r s i n c e i t b e g a n . F o r e s t p a t r o l , d u r i n g

the war years, aided the forest service men on duty in the

m o u n t a i n f o r e s t s o f C o l o r a d o a n d i n a l l w e s t e r n s t a t e s .

P e r s o n n e l w e r e r e d u c e d i n t h e F o r e s t S e r v i c e b e c a u s e o f s e r -
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v i c e c o m m i t m e n t s , s o t h e y a s k e d t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l t o

o v e r fl y t h e f o r e s t s , l o o k f o r f o r e s t fi r e s . W h e n a s m o k e

w a s s p o t t e d b y a f o r e s t r a n g e r s t a t i o n a n d c o u l d n ' t b e

i d e n t i fi e d , t h e y w o u l d t e l e p h o n e t h e n e a r e s t C i v i l A i r

P a t r o l b a s e . I n D e n v e r , P u e b l o , C o l o r a d o S p r i n g s , G r a n d

J u n c t i o n , R i fl e , G l e n w o o d S p r i n g s o r C r a i g - w h e r e v e r i t

m i g h t b e - t h e y w o u l d a s k f o r a p l a n e t o t a k e o f f f o r

s p e c i fi e d c o o r d i n a t e s o n a m a p . T h e p i l o t w o u l d v e r i f y

t h e fi r e i f t h e r e w a s o n e , a s a c a m p e r s ' s i t e o r a s a n

a c t u a l f o r e s t fi r e , t h e e x t e n t o f d a m a g e , t h e d i r e c t i o n o f

t h e w i n d , a n d o t h e r n e e d e d i n f o r m a t i o n . M e r c y m i s s i o n s

w e r e fl o w n f r e q u e n t l y , t o o . D u r i n g t h e w a r y e a r s , c a l l s

f o r b l o o d p l a s m a f o r p e o p l e i n j u r e d i n a c c i d e n t s , o r i n

fi r e s , o r i n n a t u r a l d i s a s t e r s - s o m e t i m e s w e w o u l d fl y

p a t i e n t s i n f o r h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n i n a m a j o r h o s p i t a l i n

D e n v e r , C o l o r a d o S p r i n g s o r P u e b l o . T h e fl y i n g m i s s i o n s

o f t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l d u r i n g t h e w a r y e a r s w e r e m a n y a n d

v a r i e d . A f t e r t h e w a r e n d e d , o n e t h i n g w e g o t i n t o w a s a i r

m a r k i n g o f o u r c i t i e s a n d t o w n s . I n t e r e s t i n g n o t e - M a j

G e n J o h n F. C u r r y, t h e fi r s t N a t i o n a l C o m m a n d e r o f C i v i l

A i r P a t r o l , m o v e d t o D e n v e r a f t e r h i s r e t i r e m e n t f r o m t h e

A r m y A i r C o r p s i n a b o u t 1 9 4 6 . H e b e c a m e t h e fi r s t D i r e c t o r

o f A v i a t i o n f o r C o l o r a d o a n d s e r v e d f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s .

G e n e r a l C u r r y c a l l e d o n t h e C o l o r a d o W i n g , C A P, f o r a s s i s

t a n c e i n t h e p o s t w a r m a r k i n g e f f o r t . B i l l N e l s o n , A s s i s t a n t

D i r e c t o r o f A v i a t i o n f o r t h e s t a t e a t t h e t i m e , a n d I h o p p e d

i n t o m y l i t t l e Ta y l o r c r a f t B C - 1 2 p l a n e a n d w e v i s i t e d C h a m b e r s

o f C o m m e r c e , S e r v i c e C l u b s a n d C A P s q u a d r o n s a l l a r o u n d
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C o l o r a d o . W i t h g r e a t h e l p f r o m C A P p e r s o n n e l , a n d l o c a l

f u n d i n g f o r p a i n t f r o m c i v i c o r g a n i z a t i o n s , w e w e r e a b l e

to p lace br ight yel low town names wi th arrows point ing to

t h e a i r p o r t o n fl a t , b l a c k r o o f e d b u i l d i n g s . T h e w o r k

t o o k s e v e r a l m o n t h s t o c o m p l e t e , b u t i t w a s p r o d u c t i v e o f

g o o d w i l l .

H. Had to put them al l back on - that you took off at the be

g i n n i n g o f t h e w a r ?

M . H a d t o r e m o v e s u c h t h i n g s a t w a r ' s s t a r t , y o u r e m e m b e r .

H a d b l a c k o u t h e a d l i g h t s t o o , b l a c k w i n d o w c u r t a i n s o n a l l

w i n d o w s - t h e r e w a s a c t u a l l y f e a r t h a t t h i s n a t i o n w o u l d

be bombed by the enemy I

H . R e g r e s s i n g a b i t . B i l l , t o t h e f o r e s t r y p a t r o l t h i n g . H o w

w a s i t s t r u c t u r e d , w e r e t h e r e p e o p l e o n c a l l , d i d t h e y

h a v e p e o p l e s t a n d i n g b y a l l t h e t i m e ?

M. No fu l l t ime s tandby, Les , i t was on ca l l on ly. We worked

out an agreement wi th the local Forest Service office where

they would call CAP in on an alert, for air surveillance of
a n a t i o n a l f o r e s t r e p o r t e d o n fi r e . R e s p o n s e b y C A P w a s

actual ly on a short t ime fuse operat ion. We never knew

w h e n a n a l e r t w a s c o m i n g , b u t w h e n i t d i d w e h a d t o a c t

quickly, weather permitt ing. I f a forest ranger in one of
t h e i r o b s e r v a t i o n t o w e r s s a w a s m o k e w i t h h i s fi e l d g l a s s e s ,

bu t cou ld no t ver i f y i f there was flame under i t , o r whether

2 2



M A D S E N

i t w a s a c a m p e r ' s fi r e , b u t h e s u s p e c t e d i t m i g h t b e

d a n g e r o u s - h e c o u l d c a l l o n C A P. U s u a l l y w i t h i n a n

h o u r w e w o u l d h a v e a p i l o t i n a n a i r c r a f t a i r b o r n e f r o m

o n e o f o u r n e a r e s t s q u a d r o n s t h r o u g h o u t t h e s t a t e o n t h e

w a y t o t h e l o c a t i o n t o o b s e r v e t h e fi r e f r o m t h e a i r .

I f i t w a s a n a c t u a l f o r e s t fi r e , t h e p i l o t r e p o r t e d i t a s

s u c h b y r a d i o a n d w e r e l a y e d t h e i n f o r m a t i o n b y t e l e p h o n e

t o t h e f o r e s t s e r v i c e p e o p l e s o t h a t fi r e fi g h t i n g

c r e w s c o u l d b e d i s p a t c h e d t o t h e a r e a .

H . D i d y o u a l l fl y r o u t i n e p a t r o l s . B i l l , o r w e r e t h e y a l l

q u i c k r e s p o n s e i t e m s ?

M . O t h e r t h a n c o u r i e r s e r v i c e , t h e r e w e r e f e w i f a n y r o u t i n e

p a t r o l s . B u t s o m e t i m e s w e w o u l d g e t a r e q u e s t f r o m t h e

Co lo rado Game & F i sh Depa r tmen t , f o r examp le , t o obse rve

w i l d g a m e , d e e r a n d e l k h e r d s i n t h e m o u n t a i n s . P a r t i c u

l a r l y, o f fi c i a l s w a n t e d t o k n o w w h e r e t h e g a m e w e r e , a n d

a b o u t h o w m a n y a n i m a l s w e r e t h e r e . S o f a l l a n d w i n t e r

s e a s o n s u r v e i l l a n c e fl i g h t s o f g a m e w e r e m a d e b y e x p e r i e n c e d

pilots. One of our members, Capt Norman Kramer of Alamosa,
b e c a m e a n e x p e r t , s o g o o d a t c o u n t i n g d e e r a n d e l k t h a t

a f t e r t h e w a r h e w a s h i r e d b y t h e S t a t e G a m e & F i s h t o

m a k e a e r i a l e l k h e r d a n d d e e r h e r d c o u n t s . H e c a r r i e d a

h a n d c o u n t e r d i a l i n s t r u m e n t , a n d w o u l d c i r c l e h i s L u s c o m b e

8 - A o v e r a b a s i n w h e r e d e e r o r e l k w e r e m o v i n g i n d e e p s n o w .

He came up with pretty accurate numbers on the animals and

t h e i r l o c a t i o n . H e a l s o r e p o r t e d o n r a n g e c o n d i t i o n s a n d
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w h a t t h e d a n g e r o f s t a r v a t i o n a n d s u r v i v a l d u r i n g t h e

w i n t e r m i g h t b e . T h i s w a s a n o t h e r o f t h e C A P a c t i v i t i e s .

H . T h e s e p a t r o l s - w e r e t h e y w i t h p e o p l e w h o s t a y e d i n o n e

p l a c e , o r w e r e t h e y s c h e d u l e d l i k e t h e c o u r i e r s ?

M . C A P m e m b e r s c a l l e d o n f o r e s t p a t r o l g e n e r a l l y h a d r e g u l a r

jobs , l i ved in the i r hometowns , he lped w i th cade t t ra in ing ,
fl e w s e a r c h a n d r e s c u e o n d e m a n d , a n d w e r e c a l l e d f o r o n e

m i s s i o n a t a t i m e . T h e y ' d g o a n d fl y t h e m i s s i o n a n d t h a t

w o u l d e n d t h a t p a r t i c u l a r a s s i g n m e n t .

H . And I imag ine re imbu rsemen t and pe r d i em were abou t t he same?

M . Ye s , w e l l , r e i m b u r s e m e n t a m o u n t s v a r i e d . S o m e t i m e s , a s i n

fl y i n g v i t a l b l o o d p l a s m a t o a n i l l o r i n j u r e d p a t i e n t t o

save a l i fe, no payment was made at al l . I t was done in the

c a p ' s s p i r i t o f s e r v i c e t o m a n k i n d i n t h o s e d a y s .

H. Did you have any f r iends who got in to t rouble or were k i l led,

o r a n y t h i n g l i k e t h a t ?

M . Ye s , L e s , I d i d . I r e g r e t t o s a y s o . B u t a c c i d e n t s h a p p e n e d .

The commander of the Colorado Spr ings CAP squadron was Capt

L e o S c h u t h , w h o a l s o r a n h i s fl y i n g s e r v i c e a t P i n e Va l l e y

A i r p o r t n o r t h o f t o w n . D u r i n g t h e w a r , A r m y t r o o p s w e r e

undergo ing i n tens i ve fie ld t ra in ing a t Camp Carson . A t t he

request of the Camp Carson, Captain Schuth was authorized by
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C o l o n e l S m e t h i l l s t o m a k e a f e w s i m u l a t e d s t r a fi n g r u n s

a t l o w l e v e l o v e r A r m y t r o o p s w h o w e r e c r a w l i n g a c r o s s

o p e n fi e l d s o n t h e i r b e l l i e s - s i m u l a t i n g c o m b a t . C a p t a i n

S c h u t h t o o k o f f o n t h e a p p o i n t e d a f t e r n o o n i n h i s L u s c o m b e

a c c o m p a n i e d b y S g t K e i t h C l a s b y, C A P. O n t h e s e c o n d o r

t h i r d p a s s o v e r t h e a d v a n c i n g t r o o p s , h e m a d e a d o w n w i n d

t u r n , c a u g h t a v i c i o u s g u s t o f t h e k i n d c o m m o n a l o n g t h e

f o o t h i l l s . H i s L u s c o m b e 8 - A c a u g h t a w i n g t i p , c a r w h e e l e d

a n d b o t h S c h u t h a n d C l a s b y w e r e k i l l e d i n s t a n t l y i n t h e

c r a s h . N o A r m y t r o o p s w e r e i n j u r e d . T h e t w o C A P a i r m e n

g a v e t h e i r l i v e s o n a n o f fi c i a l m i s s i o n . O n S e c o n d A i r

F o r c e - C A P C o u r i e r S e r v i c e fl i g h t s , L e s , w e l o s t t w o p i l o t s .

One of them was Lt Harry Maughan who had come down from the

S t a t e o f W a s h i n g t o n w i t h M a j P h i l H i n k l e y. T h e y w e r e c l o s e

f r i e n d s . H a r r y M a u g h a n h a d a 1 5 0 h p S t i n s o n , a v e r y fi n e

f o u r - p l a c e a i r p l a n e f o r c o u r i e r c a r g o . H a r r y M a u g h a n w a s

l i k e a f a t h e r t o m o s t o f u s . H e w a s g r e y h a i r e d , b l u e e y e s ,

w a s i n h i s e a r l y 5 0 ' s I i m a g i n e . W o n d e r f u l m a n , fi n e p i l o t .

O n e m o r n i n g I a s s i g n e d h i m o n t h e fl i g h t t o S c o t t s b l u f f ,

N e b r a s k a . H e t o o k o f f i n h i s S t i n s o n f r o m P e t e r s o n F i e l d

w i t h a l o a d o f c a r g o a n d t r a i n i n g m a t e r i a l s . N o r t h e a s t o f

Colorado Spr ings about 40 mi les, Harry apparent ly suffered a

h e a r t a t t a c k i n t h e a i r . A f a r m e r w h o w a s o u t p l o w i n g a

fi e l d s a w t h e a i r p l a n e c o m i n g d o w n i n a g e n t l e l e f t t u r n ,

power on, and i t h i t the ground at a rather shal low angle
w i t h t h e l e f t w i n g d o w n . B o u n c e d o n c e , w e n t o v e r a f e n c e

and crashed into an open field and burned. Lieutenant Maughan

was apparently dead or unconscious before the airplane even
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h i t t h e g r o u n d . T h e s e c o n d c o u r i e r s e r v i c e p i l o t c a m e t o

u s f r o m t h e S t a t e o f K a n s a s . L t G e o r g e D a r l i n g v o l u n t e e r e d

t o b e a r e l i e f p i l o t f o r a f e w d a y s . O u t n e a r P a r k e r ,

C o l o r a d o , fl y i n g t h e s h u t t l e fl i g h t b e t w e e n T r i n i d a d ,

C o l o r a d o S p r i n g s a n d D e n v e r o n e a f t e r n o o n , h i s a i r c r a f t

w a s o b s e r v e d t o s t a l l a n d g o i n t o a s p i n f o r s o m e r e a s o n .

We do not know what happened except George Dar l ing d ied on

i m p a c t i n t h e A e r o n c a C h i e f h e w a s fl y i n g . T h e n - w e d i d

h a v e a c o u p l e o f p i l o t s k i l l e d o n a i r s e a r c h m i s s i o n s d u r i n g

t h e w a r y e a r s . T h e y w e r e fl y i n g t o t h e a i d o f f e l l o w a i r

m e n . T h e y w e r e p e r f o r m i n g h u m a n i t a r i a n e f f o r t s a n d w e r e

c a s u a l t i e s o f t h e w a r . F o r t h e i r e f f o r t s i n C i v i l A i r

P a t r o l : a l l h o n o r t o t h e i r n a m e s . T h e y w e r e fi n e m e n .

H . Yo u m e n t i o n e d tw o c a s e s o f p e o p l e w h o c a m e t o C o l o r a d o t o

fl y c o u r i e r s e r v i c e . H o w d i d t h e y s u b s i s t ? D i d t h e y l i v e

o n a n A r m y i n s t a l l a t i o n , o r d i d t h e y l i v e i n t o w n ? D i d y o u

fl y t h e m e v e r y t w o o r t h r e e d a y s ? W h a t w a s t h e a r r a n g e m e n t ?

M . A r r a n g e m e n t s v a r i e d . O u t o f s t a t e C A P m e m b e r s w o u l d c o m e

i n w i t h t h e a u t h o r i z a t i o n f r o m M a j P h i l H i n k l e y , t h e c o u r i e r

s e r v i c e o v e r a l l c o m m a n d e r . W e c o u l d a s s i g n t h e m t o a

C o l o r a d o fl i g h t a s a fi l l - i n p i l o t o n c e i n a w h i l e . C a p t

A . G . G i l l f r o m t h e Wa s h i n g t o n W i n g , a n d C a p t M e r e d i t h

Joclyn from the Kansas Wing were two more volunteers. They
w e r e o n b a s e a t t h e i r o w n t i m e a n d e x p e n s e . B r o u g h t t h e i r

o w n a i r p l a n e s t o o .

H. Did they get paid the per diem of $8.00 a day, and the hourly

2 6



M A D S E N

r a t e f o r a i r c r a f t ?

M . Y e s . B u t o n l y f o r d a y s o f fi c i a l l y o n o r d e r s f o r h o u r s fl o w n .

H . S o , i n o t h e r w o r d s , i f t h e y w e r e t h e r e f o r s e v e n d a y s a n d

y o u fl e w t h e m t w o d a y s , t h e y g o t p a i d f o r t w o d a y s ?

M . F o r t h e t w o d a y s , t h a t w a s a l l . T h i s w a s t h e p o l i c y i n

C o l o r a d o - I c a n n o t s p e a k f o r t h e o t h e r C A P w i n g s i n v o l v e d .

Usua l l y t hough , Les , t he ass i gnmen t o f t hese men was done

o n a p r e a r r a n g e d s c h e d u l e b y t e l e p h o n e o r l e t t e r . T h e y

w o u l d h a v e s p e c i fi c d a y s , fl i g h t s a s s i g n e d , a n d t h e o p p o r

t u n i t y t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n c o u r i e r s e r v i c e . M o s t o f t h e t i m e

p i l o t s u s e d h e r e w e r e C o l o r a d o fl i e r s , o f c o u r s e , d e p e n d

a b l e p e o p l e l i k e L t J a c k F o w l e r , L t A r t W i l l i a m s , L t J i m m i e

W i l l i a m s o n , C a p t R a y N e w e l l a n d L e r o y J a c o b s o n , t o n a m e a

f e w . I n m i d s u m m e r w e h a d a b u s y c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e U t a h

W i n g . P i l o t s u s e d b i g g e r a i r c r a f t s u c h a s W a c o c a b i n p l a n e s

a n d F a i r c h i l d 3 0 0 h p c a b i n j o b s . T h e r e w a s a U t a h p i l o t w h o

w o u l d d e p a r t S a l t L a k e C i t y d a i l y w i t h a l o a d o f i n b o u n d

m a i l a n d c a r g o . H e c a m e d o w n b y w a y o f S i n c l a i r , W y o m i n g ,

L o w r y A i r B a s e i n D e n v e r t o P e t e r s o n A r m y A i r F i e l d . W e

u s e d a n o t h e r p l a n e t o g o w e s t t o S a l t L a k e d a i l y v i a t h e

s a m e r o u t e w i t h o u t b o u n d c a r g o . T h e t w o p i l o t s fl e w b a c k

a n d f o r t h , a l t e r n a t i n g d i r e c t i o n s e a c h d a y w i t h R O N ' s a t t h e

e n d o f e a c h r o u t e . I n t h e m e a n t i m e , t h e n e e d f o r C i v i l A i r

P a t r o l i n v a r i o u s o t h e r A r m y A i r F o r c e a s s i g n e d m i s s i o n s

c a m e a l o n g . F o r e x a m p l e , w e e s t a b l i s h e d a j o b l o c a t i o n
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bureau. This was accompl ished with the help of the Denver

Y . M . C . A .

H . Ope ra t i on ROGER.

M. Operation ROGER? Was that what it was called?

H. Wel l , I th ink that was the name the program was cal led.

M. Well, the Denver Y.M.C.A. gave us office space and a desk

in the lobby of their building down at E. 16th and Lincoln

Street. We set up a bureau there where our members would

volunteer to spend five days a week, 8 A.M. to 5 P.M., and

many times on weekends, too, as that is when most of the
s e r v i c e m e n w o u l d c o m e i n . O n t h e o n e h a n d c a l l i n g p r o

spective employers and conducting contacts with employers
for job openings, and on the other consulting with veterans

as they came in. We had to determine job skills and place

them for in terv iews. So - we had a p lacement serv ice for

r e t u r n i n g m i l i t a r y f o l k s .

H. Did you restrict it to Air Force people? Or anybody?

M. No res t r i c t i ons . Ve te rans f r om the A rmy, Navy, A i r Fo rce ,

M a r i n e C o r p s - a l l w e r e w e l c o m e .

H. The reason I asked was that the Air Force kind of sponsored

that program through the CAP. No other service did that I

k n o w o f .
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M . Y e s , w e l l w e d i d i t i n D e n v e r , C o l o r a d o S p r i n g s , P u e b l o

a n d G r a n d J u n c t i o n . I t h i n k M a j T r u m a n H a l l h a d o n e i n

G r e e l e y f o r a w h i l e . I t w a s a p r o g r a m t h a t i n i t i a l l y w a s

v e r y v a l u a b l e a n d h e l p f u l . I t m a d e a r e t u r n i n g s e r v i c e m a n

f e e l h e h a d a c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e c i v i l i a n w o r l d w h e n t h e y

w e r e c o m i n g h o m e a f t e r t h e i r h i t c h i n t h e s e r v i c e w a s o v e r .

H . K e p t t h e m o f f t h e 5 2 - 2 0 C l u b , t o o l

M . Y e s , i t s u r e d i d . T h e n , a s t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l t r a i n i n g

p r o g r a m s c o n t i n u e d , t h e y d e v e l o p e d a t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m f o r

s e n i o r m e m b e r s .

H . A b o u t w h e n . B i l l ?

M . L e t ' s s e e , t h a t m u s t h a v e b e e n a b o u t m i d - 1 9 4 2 w h e n t h e

s e n i o r t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m b e g a n . I t c o n t i n u e d t o g r o w a f t e r

the war and even expanded. We found that in the Civi l Air

P a t r o l s t r u c t u r e o f s q u a d r o n s a n d g r o u p s w i t h i n t h e W i n g t h a t

w e h a d t o h a v e a s q u a d r o n s t a f f : a c o m m a n d e r, a n a d j u t a n t ,

p e r s o n n e l o f fi c e r , a c a d e t t r a i n i n g o f fi c e r . T h e s e p e o p l e
d i d n ' t a u t o m a t i c a l l y k n o w h o w t o d o t h e s e t h i n g s . S o w e h a d

to develop a program to train seniors in command and staff

pos i t i ons , and to fo l low the tasks , opera t ions o rders and
d i r e c t i v e s w h i c h w e r e i s s u e d t o u s f r o m N a t i o n a l H e a d q u a r t e r s ,

and to car ry them out . The s t ruc ture wi th in the Army A i r

Forces was one when a man was g iven a task to do , he d id i t .

A n d t h e C i v i l A i r P a t r o l w a s a l l v o l u n t a r y a n d q u i t e o f t e n
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t h e j o b d i d n ' t g e t d o n e a s p r o m p t l y .

H . S a m e a s t o d a y I

M . S a m e a s t o d a y - t h a t ' s r i g h t . I t ' s a l l v o l u n t a r y . I t ' s

a v o l u n t e e r o r g a n i z a t i o n . H o w g o o d a n y s q u a d r o n o r u n i t

w a s i n C o l o ra d o d e p e n d e d u p o n t h e l e a d e rsh i p o f t h e ma n a t

t h e h e a d o f t h e u n i t . I f h e w a s a g o - g e t t e r , a l i v e w i r e ,

a l e a d e r , h i s w a s a g o o d u n i t !

H . Wh a t h a p p e n e d t o u s a t t h e e n d o f t h e w a r ? D i d w e d i e o r

d i d w e g r o w ? S a y ' 4 7 t o ' 5 2 .

M . A f t e r t h e w a r t h e r e w a s a g r e a t l e t d o w n o f m o t i v a t i o n . T h e

d a n g e r o f l o s i n g t h e w a r w a s g o n e . T h e m o t i v a t i o n t h a t c a m e

f r o m w a n t i n g t o b e p a r t o f t h e w a r e f f o r t h a d v a n i s h e d . T h e

n a t i o n w a s t u r n i n g b a c k t o p e a c e t i m e o f m i l i t a r y d o w n g r a d

i n g a n d r e d u c t i o n o f t h e n x i m b e r s i n t h e a r m e d f o r c e s . I n

dustry and business were shi f t ing f rom wart ime product ion

b a c k t o c i v i l i a n m a n u f a c t u r i n g . T h e e m p h a s i s o n t h e w a r w a s

changed over to l i v ing w i th the fami ly, bu i ld ing a ne ighbor

h o o d , b u i l d i n g a b u s i n e s s . F a m i l y l i f e c a m e i n t o f a v o r

again af ter the war years. And there were many in the Civ i l
A i r P a t r o l i t s e l f t h a t f e l t t h e C A P w a r t i m e m i s s i o n h a d b e e n

accomplished. That the time had come when there was no

longer a requ i remen t fo r t h i s vo lun tee r o rgan iza t i on i n

support of a war effort. That while the reputation of the

organization was high, the mission accomplished, now was the
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t i m e t o c u t i t o f f , s a y " m i s s i o n a c c o m p l i s h e d " a n d t h i s

i s t h e e n d . C i v i l A i r P a t r o l h a s p e r f o r m e d i t s f u n c t i o n .

T h e r e w e r e o t h e r s w i t h i n t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n w h o f e l t t h a t

t h e r e w e r e n e w m i s s i o n s n o w c o m i n g f o r C i v i l A i r P a t r o l ,

I a m h a p p y t o r e p o r t t h a t C o l H a r o l d R . S m e t h i l l s , t h e

Colorado Wing CAP commander was one of these, one who

joined with other leaders to see that CAP did not d ie.
T h e n e e d f o r a e r o s p a c e e d u c a t i o n w a s i m p o r t a n t . T h a t

even though the wartime assignments had been accomplished,

we s t i l l had a need fo r young men and women to be in

t e r e s t e d i n c a r e e r s i n a e r o s p a c e , n a v i g a t i o n , a s m e c h a n i c s ,

a s p i l o t s , i n t h e a i r l i n e s , i n t h e m i l i t a r y, i n t h e a v i

a t i o n i n d u s t r y , a n d i n a e r o n a u t i c s - a s t r o n a u t i c s o n t h e

b r i n k o f t h e d a w n i n g s p a c e a g e i t w a s c o m i n g . A n d

t h e r e w e r e n e w m i s s i o n s f o r C i v i l A i r P a t r o l . A s s i g n m e n t s

q u i t e d i f f e r e n t f r o m w a r t i m e m i s s i o n s . T h e m o t i v a t i o n f o r
these jobs was d i f fe ren t , too . So there was a c r i s i s so

tha t , somewhe re a round 1948 , t hey had a mee t i ng o f t he m inds

w i t h t h o s e t h a t w a n t e d t o d i s b a n d a n d t e r m i n a t e C A P w h i l e

t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n w a s s t i l l g r e a t , a n d t h o s e t h a t f e l t i f i t

was car r ied on i t wou ld go downhi l l . The o thers had the i r

eyes on the future and said our mission is d i fferent now,
b u t t h e f u t u r e i s o u t t h e r e . T h e r e a r e y o u n g m e n a n d w o m e n

i n t h i s n a t i o n w h o m u s t c o n t i n u e t o s e e k a fi e l d i n a e r o

space in the dawning space age, in airplane manufacture, and
i n t h e s e r v i c e a c a d e m i e s p r e p a r i n g f o r c a r e e r s a s p r o f e s

s i o n a l o f fi c e r s , b e c a u s e w e w i l l s t i l l n e e d i t . A b a s t i o n

o f d e f e n s e f o r t h i s n a t i o n m u s t b e m a i n t a i n e d w h e t h e r t h i s
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c o u n t r y w a n t s t o b e d e f e n d e d a n y m o r e o r n o t . P e o p l e

f a v o r i n g t h a t f r a m e o f m i n d p r e v a i l e d , a n d G e n C a r l A .

S p a a t z b e c a m e t h e fi r s t C h a i r m a n o f t h e N a t i o n a l B o a r d ,

C A P. T h u s , t h e C A P m i s s i o n c h a n g e d a n d t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n

h a s c o n t i n u e d t o a b s o r b a d d i t i o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s a s

i t g r e w i n t o s t a t u s a s w e s e e i t t o d a y . T h e m i s s i o n o f

C i v i l A i r P a t r o l i s s t i l l s e a r c h a n d r e s c u e , a e r o s p a c e

e d u c a t i o n , c a d e t t r a i n i n g a n d e m e r g e n c y s e r v i c e s . S t i l l

c i v i l i a n v o l u n t e e r s g i v i n g t h e i r t i m e , t a l e n t s , s k i l l s

a n d r e s o u r c e s . A n d v a s t l y i m p r o v e d o v e r w h e n w e fi r s t

s t a r t e d . E x a m p l e : I w a s t h e o p e r a t i o n s o f fi c e r f o r t h e

v e r y fi r s t a i r s e a r c h m i s s i o n t h a t w e h a d i n C o l o r a d o .

I n l a t e 1 9 4 2 a P - 3 8 " L i g h t n i n g " fi g h t e r f r o m P e t e r s o n

A r m y A i r F i e l d h a d g o n e i n t o t h e p r a i r i e - r i g h t s t r a i g h t

i n . D u r i n g t h e fi r s t a i r s e a r c h fl i g h t s w e h a d , p i l o t s

w e r e a c t u a l l y l o o k i n g f o r a n a i r p l a n e s i t t i n g o n t h e

g r o u n d . T h a t ' s h o w l i t t l e w e k n e w a b o u t i t I W e w e r e

l o o k i n g f o r a n a i r p l a n e .

H . N o t a s m o k i n g h o l e .

M . N o t a s m o k i n g h o l e . To d a y, w i t h t h e E LT a n d t h e c o m m u n i

c a t i o n n e t w o r k , i t s d i f f e r e n t . O v e r t h e y e a r s C A P h a s

l e a r n e d m a n y l e s s o n s i n s e a r c h a n d r e s c u e . T h e s e a r c h

m i s s i o n n o w i s c o n c e i v e d i n t h r e e p a r t s w i t h e x p e r i e n c e d

p i lo ts , competen t observers , good a i rc ra f t and ded ica ted

g r o u n d c r e w s . S e c o n d t h e r e ' s t h e r a d i o c o m m u n i c a t i o n s

n e t w o r k , t h e a i r - t o - a i r a n d a i r - t o - g r o u n d l i n k w i t h t h e
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ground rescue teams with jeeps and vehicles who make the
a c t u a l s a v e s a t t h e c r a s h s i t e . T o d a y t h e e f f o r t s a r e

augmented by county sher i f fs , by fine t ra ined mounta in
u n i t s w i t h r e s c u e e q u i p m e n t , b y A r m y t e a m s l i k e t h e M A S T

u n i t f r o m F o r t C a r s o n w h o g o i n w i t h h e l i c o p t e r s a n d c a n

l a n d r i g h t a t t h e c r a s h s i t e . O r f e r r y p a r a r e s c u e p e o p l e

i n . T h e C A P s e a r c h a n d r e s c u e m i s s i o n s a r e v e r y i m p o r t a n t .

A n o t h e r m o d e r n m i s s i o n i s a e r o s p a c e e d u c a t i o n , t h e t r a i n

ing of aerospace teachers from high schools and col leges
a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y w h o c a r r y t h e o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n a e r o

space fields as pi lots, mechanics, spacemen, those who de

s ign a i rcra f t and space vehic les, rad io communicat ions re

q u i r e d f o r m o d e r n a i r t r a n s p o r t . A l l o f t h e fi e l d s w h i c h
are open to our young people today - that 's the mission of

C A P n o w. T h a t ' s o n e o f t h e g r e a t t h i n g s C A P i s d o i n g t o d a y.

I ' ve a lways fe l t the cadet t ra in ing program is the most

impor tant th ing that CAP d id or is do ing now. The fu ture
o f t h i s n a t i o n i s w i t h o u r y o u n g p e o p l e . T h e t r a i n i n g o f

young minds to carry on in fields of aviation and military
defense of th is country, the manufacture of p lanes and the

des ign o f fas ter a i rc ra f t , more power fu l eng ines and aero

space computer fie lds which are for thcoming - these effor ts
a r e v i t a l t o o u r e x i s t e n c e a s a l e a d n a t i o n i n t h e w o r l d .

Severa l years ago a young Civ i l A i r Patro l cadet enro l led

at H ink ley H igh School in Aurora . Noe l Bu l lock , who is

n o w t h e D i r e c t o r o f A e r o s p a c e E d u c a t i o n f o r t h e R o c k y

Mountain Region CAP, was the teacher. Young Terry Schiessler

w a s o n e o f h i s s t u d e n t s , w h o c a m e t o t h e U . S . A i r F o r c e
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A c a d e m y u n d e r M r . B u l l o c k ' s a s s i s t a n c e . I n f o u r y e a r s ,

h e g r a d u a t e d a s a s e c o n d l i e u t e n a n t i n t h e A i r F o r c e ,

t h e n w e n t t o j e t fl y i n g t r a i n i n g a n d w o n h i s s i l v e r w i n g s

a s a n A i r F o r c e p i l o t . H e w a s a s s i g n e d t o t h e A i r D e f e n s e

C o m m a n d - i t ' s c a l l e d A e r o s p a c e D e f e n s e C o m m a n d t o d a y .

T h e n h e w a s a s s i g n e d t o t h e Ta c t i c a l A i r C o m m a n d . L a s t

C h r i s t m a s I g o t a g r e e t i n g c a r d f r o m C a p t a i n S c h i e s s l e r

f r o m T u l e A i r F o r c e B a s e i n G r e e n l a n d w h e r e h e w a s

s t a t i o n e d . W e l l - y o u p r o b a b l y k n o w - t h e R u s s i a n s a r e

c o n s t a n t l y t e s t i n g o u r d e f e n s e s , t h e r e a d y r e s p o n s e o f

o u r p i l o t s . T h e w i l l o f t h i s n a t i o n t o d e f e n d i t s e l f .

S o f r o m t i m e t o t i m e t h e R u s s i a n s s e n d a i r c r a f t i n t o o r

v e r y c l o s e t o t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l b o r d e r s . O u r y o u n g p i

l o t s a r e a l e r t e d t o r e s p o n d q u i c k l y i n f a r r e m o t e s t a t i o n s

o f t h e w o r l d . N o w l a s t C h r i s t m a s I g o t a C h r i s t m a s c a r d

f r o m Te r r y S c h i e s s l e r . H e fl i e s i n a fl i g h t o f f o u r F - 4

"Phan tom" j e t figh te r s . I n t he space o f f ou r yea rs , he ' s

gone to more powerfu l a i rcraf t than I 've gone through in
40 years ! Wel l , on h is Chr is tmas card i t shows a p ic ture

taken by his wing man out over the Icelandic Sea. I t shows

Terry 's F-4 in the foreground, and jus t beyond is a g iant
R u s s i a n " B e a r " , a f o u r e n g i n e b o m b e r w i t h a g r e a t r e d s t a r

o n t h e fi n . Yo u c a n s e e t h e R u s s i a n t a i l g u n n e r m a n n i n g h i s

5 0 m m t a i l g u n s O n t h e c a r d Te r r y w r o t e , " M e r r y

C h r i s t m a s , M r . M a d s e n — t h i s i s o u r m i s s i o n . " T h a t ' s d e

t e r r e n c e , L e s - t h e t y p e o f j o b s o m e o f o u r f o r m e r C A P

c a d e t s a r e d o i n g s o w e l l t o d a y .
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